
the independence of Peru, as well as the victory that ensured independence for 
the rest of South America. It is thus also considered the end of the Spanish 
American wars of independence.

As of late 1824, Royalists still had control of most of the south of Peru as 
well as of Real Felipe Fort in the port of Callao. On December 9, 1824, 
the Battle of Ayacucho, or Battle of La Quinua, took place at Pampa de La 
Quinua, a few kilometers away from Ayacucho, near the town of Quinua 
between Royalist and Independentist forces. Independentist forces were 
led by Antonio José de Sucre, Simón Bolívar’s lieutenant. Viceroy José 
de la Serna was wounded, and after the battle second commander-in-
chief José de Canterac signed the final capitulation of the Royalist army. 
The modern Peruvian Army celebrates the anniversary of this battle.

Background:

In 1820, Spain began what would shortly become a political disaster. An 
expedition of 20,000 soldiers waiting to be sent to Río de la Plata to help the 
royalists of America revolted under the encouragement of General Rafael Riego. 
In the subsequent weeks the revolt spread and King Ferdinand VII was forced 
to restore the liberal Spanish Constitution of 1812, which he had suppressed six 
years earlier. This event ended Spain’s ability to send reinforcements to America, 
which in turn eventually forced the royalist armies of the viceroyalties of Peru 
and New Spain (today’s Mexico), which had contained the Spanish American 
revolution so far, to deal with the patriot forces on their own. The royalists in 
each viceroyalty, however, took different paths.

In New Spain, royalists, after defeating the insurgents, proclaimed a negotiated 
separation from Liberal Spain through the Plan of Iguala, which they negotiated 
with the remaining patriots, and the Treaty of Córdoba, which they negotiated 
with the new head of government, Juan O’Donojú. In Peru Viceroy Joaquín de 
la Pezuela was discredited after a royalist expedition to Chile under Mariano 
Osorio was defeated and advances in Peru were made by José de San Martín. 
The viceroy was overthrown on January 29, 1821, in Aznapuquio in a coup by 
General José de la Serna, who proclaimed his adhesion to the restored Spanish 
Constitution.

The independentists started the new year with a promising victory. At Cerro 
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The Battle Of Ayacucho in Pampa la Quinua

The Battle of Ayacucho (Spanish: Batalla de Ayacucho, IPA: 
[ba’ta  a ðe a a’kut o]) was a decisive military encounter during 
the Peruvian War of Independence. It was the battle that sealed 
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de Pasco they defeated a Peruvian royalist army commanded by Viceroy La 
Serna. But royalists had a solid military training. Their first victory came against 
the independentist army commanded by Domingo Tristán and Agustín Gamarra 
in campaigns in the Ica Region. A year later, San Martin had withdrawn from 
the scene after the Interview of Guayaquil and royalist forces had smashed 
Rudecindo Alvarado’s Liberating Expedition in campaigns in Torata and 
Moquegua. The year 1823 ended with the La Serna destroying another patriot 
army commanded by Andrés de Santa Cruz and Agustín Gamarra in yet another 
open campaign in Puno, which started with the Battle of Zepita and the resulted 
in the occupation of La Paz on August 8. After scattering Santa Cruz’s isolated 
troops. La Serna retrieved Arequipa after beating Antonio José de Sucre’s 
Gran Colombian force on October 10. Sucre decided to evacuated the Gran 
Colombian troops, set sailing on October 10, 1823, saving himself and his troops, 
although losing the best of his cavalry. Viceroy La Serna ended the campaign 
after reaching Oruro in Upper Peru.

On the political front, the last remnants of optimism among patriots faded away 
with accusations of treason against Peruvian presidents José de la Riva Agüero 
and José Bernardo de Tagle. Riva Agüero deported deputies of the Peruvian 
Congress and organized another congress in Trujillo. After being found guilty 
of high treason by the Peru Congress [11] he was banished to Chile. This act, in 
turn, was considered by Simón Bolívar as treasonous. Tagle, who had arranged 
that all armies under his command supported Bolívar against the royalist enemy, 
was now searched by Bolívar was looking to capture and execute him.[12] Tagle 
took shelter with the royalists in the fortress of Callao, which was under siege.

Nevertheless, by the end of 1823, the situation had started to become critical 
for those who defended the king’s cause. In spite of the impressive military 
triumphs, Bolívar’s request for reinforcements from Colombia made him a threat 
to the royalist army. Both sides prepared for the confrontation they knew was 
coming:

“Viceroy la Serna for his part, without direct communications with the Peninsula, 
with the most sad news of the state of the Metropolis [Spain] [...] and reduced 
to its own and exclusive resources, but nobly trusting in his subordinates’ 
decision, union, loyalty and fortune, hurried the reorganization of his troops 
and prepared for the fight with the giant of Costafirme [Venezuela] that he 
saw coming soon. Another triumph for Spanish armies in that situation would 
make the Castilian flag wave again with unmatchable glory even to Ecuador; 
but another fate was already irrevocably written in the books of destiny. 

Buenos Aires Truce and Callao Revolt:

Historian Rufino Blanco Fombona says that “Still in 1824 Bernardino Rivadavia 
makes a pact with Spanish, obstructing Ayacucho Campaign”:[14] on July 4, 1823, 
Buenos Aires made a truce with Spanish commissionaires (Preliminary Peace 
Convention (1823)) that forced it to send negotiators to other South American 
governments so that it could had effect.[15] It was stipulated that hostilities 
would cease after 60 days after its ratification and would subsist over a year 
and half; meanwhile, a definitive peace and friendship would be negotiated. 
This was the reason for which they had a meeting in Salta Juan Gregorio de Las 
Heras city with brigadier Baldomero Espartero, obtaining no agreement. Among 
other measures taken by the viceroy for containing the imminent rebellion, on 
January 10, 1824 Casimiro Olañeta was ordered:

“I warn Your Excellency that you should not arrange any expedition in any 
direction over down provinces without my express order because, besides 
they are having a meeting in Salta trying to negotiate, General Las Heras on 
Government of Buenos Aires’ side and Brigadier Espartero on this superior 
Government’s side (...)”

Rivadavia believed that the project would establish peace and stopped 
authority’s efforts of Salta over Upper Peru, refusing assistance and withdrawing 
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advanced posts, in detriment of the cause of Peru.

In that matter, the Irish historian, of military origin, Daniel Florencio O’Leary was 
of the opinion that with that that truce “Buenos Aires has implicitly withdrawn 
from the struggle”, and that “Buenos Aires Government pacts with the Spanish, 
on detriment of the American cause”.

On January 1, 1824, Bolívar fell terribly ill in Pativilca. At that time, Félix Álzaga, 
plenipotentiary minister of Provincias Unidas del Río de la Plata arrived to Lima, 
in order to request Peru its adhesion to the truce, which was rejected by the 
Peruvian Congress. Nevertheless, since February 4, 1824 the quarters of Callao 
rioted, having the whole Argentinian infantry of the Libertor Expedition, together 
with some Chilean, Peruvians and Colombians: nearly 2000 men that in addition 
went over to the royalists , raising the Spanish pavilion and handing over the 
fortresses of Callao. The mounted grenadier regiment of the Andes also revolted 
in Lurin on February 14: two squadrons went over to the Callao to join the riot, 
but when they noticed that they had joined the royalists, a hundred of them with 
regiment bosses went to Lima to join. The unit was then reorganized by General 
Mariano Necochea. On the verge of such events,[ the minister of Colombia, 
Joaquín Mosquera “fearing the ruin of our army” asked:«And what do you plan 
to do now?», and Bolívar, in a decided, answered:

Triumph!

—Simón Bolívar, Pativilca, 1824.

The Site of El Callao extended the war until 1826, and immediately resulted in 
the occupation of Lima Canterac, and it is said that, on May 1824, with a military 
action against Bolívar “they would have given the final blow to independence in 
this part of America”.

 
Olañeta’s Rebellion

Surprisingly, at the start of year 1824, the entire royalist army of Upper Peru 
(today’s Bolivia) rioted led by Pedro Antonio Olañeta a royalist against 
the viceroy of Peru (a liberal), after receiving news that the Constitutional 
Government had fallen in Spain. Indeed, the monarch Ferdinand VII of Spain 
and his absolutists followers recovered the government, supported by 132,000 
French soldiers from the Holy Alliance army, which will occupy Spain until 1830. 
Rafael del Riego was hanged on November 7, 1823 and the people of the liberal 
movement were executed, outcast or exiled from Spain. On October 1, 1823, 
the monarch decreed the abolition of everything approved during the last three 
years of constitutional government, which annulled the designation of La Serna 
as viceroy of Peru. The scope of the purge over the constitutionals of Vice- 
royalty Peru seemed infallible.

Olañeta ordered the attack of the Upper Peruvian royalists against the 
constitutionals of Peruvian viceroyalty.[22] La Serna changed his plans of going 
down to the coast to fight Bolívar, and sent Jerónimo Valdés with a force of 5000 
veteran to cross the river River Desaguadero, which took place on January 22, 
1824, in order to drive them to Potosí against his former subordinate, “because 
there are indications of a meditated treason, joining the dissidents of Buenos 
Aires”. Memorias para la historia de las armas españolas en el Perú (“Memories 
for the history of the Spanish armies in Peru”) from peninsular official Andrés 
García Camba (1846) detail the overturning that the incidents in Upper Peru 
produced in defensive plans of the viceroy. After a long campaign in the battles 
of Tarabuquillo, Sala, Cotagaita, and finally La Lava on August 17 of year 1824, 
both royalists forces of Viceroyalty Peru (liberals) and of the provinces of Upper 
Peru (absolutists), were mutually decimated.

Bolivar, having news of Olañeta, took advantage of the dismounting of the 
royalist defensive system so that he “moved the whole month of May to Jauja”, 
and face José de Canterac isolated in Junín on August 6 of 1824. And so, a non-
stop persecution started with the consequent desertion of 2700 royalists, which 
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immediately went over to the independentists lines. Finally, October 7 of 1824, 
having his troops right in front of the doors of Cuzco, Bolívar gave general Sucre 
the command of the new battle front, which followed the course of the Apuríma 
River, and he withdraw to Lima in order to take from the capital more loans to 
keep the war going in Peru, and to receive a Colombian division of 4000 men 
given up by Páez which would arrive after Ayacucho.

 
Ayacucho campaign:

The defeat of the expeditionary force of Canterac, forced La Serna to bring 
Jerónimo Valdés from Potosí, who came with forced marched with his soldiers. 
Gathered the royalist generals, and in spite of the signs of sincere adhesion of 
Cusco, the viceroy rejected a direct assault because of the lack of instruction of 
his army, enlarged by the massive return of peasants a few weeks earlier. On the 
contrary, he intended to cut Sucre’s rearguard through march and countermand 
maneuvers, which happen since Cusco to the encounter in Ayacucho, along the 
Andean range. Thereby, the royalists planned a quick strike which they made on 
December 3 in battle of Corpahuaico or Matará, where they caused the liberator 
army more than 500 casualties sand the loss of a big part of ammunition and 
artillery, having lost only 30 men. However, Sucre and his assistant managed to 
keep the troop organized and prevented the viceroy from exploiting this local 
success. Although having suffered important losses of men and material, Sucre 
kept the United Army in an ordered fall back, and always situated in assured 
positions of difficult access, like Quinoa field.

Another book of memories, In the service of the Republic of Peru, from general 
Guillermo Miller, offers the vision of the independentists. Besides Bolívar’s and 
Sucre’s talents, the United Army seeded from an important part of the century’s 
military experience: the Rifles battalion of the army of Colombia was composed 
of European mercenary troops, which were mostly British volunteers. This unit 
was substantially damaged in Corpahuico. Among its ranks, there were also 
veterans from the Spanish Independence, the North American (American 
Revolution|War of Independence), and from the Spanish American Wars; there 
were even cases like the Anglo-German Major Carlos Sowersby, veteran from 
the Battle of Borodino against Napoleón Bonaparte in Russia in 1812.

The royalists had had consumed their resources in a war of movements without 
achieving a decisive victory against the liberator army. Because of the extremely 
hard conditions of a campaign in the Andine range, both armies felt in numbers 
the effects of disease and desertion, which affected the independents as well as 
the armies lacking of military training and the armies made up by enemy prisoners. 
The royalists chiefs had positioned themselves in the heights of Condorcunca 
(which means condor’s neck in Quechua). This was a good defensive position 
but one which they couldn’t hold for long given they had food supplies for less 
than five days, which would mean the dispersion of the army and certain defeat 
under the close arrival of Columbian reinforcement. The army was impelled 
to make a desperate decision: the Battle of Ayacucho was about to begin. 
The mechanism organized by Canterac foresaw that the Vanguard division 
surrounded, alone, the enemy gathering, crossing Pampas river in order to 
secure the units to the left of Sucre. While the rest of the royalist army descended 
frontally from the hill Condorcunca, abandoning his defensive positions and 
charging against the main body of the enemy, which he expected to find 
disorganized, there was stay in reserve the battalions Gerona and Ferdinand VII 
disposed in second line to be sent wherever they were required.

Sucre immediately realized the risky maneuver, which became clear as the 
royalists found themselves in a slope, without chances of covering their 
movements. Córdova Division, supported by Miller’s Cavalry, stroked directly the 
disorganized bulk of royalist troops that were incapable of forming for battle and 
descended in lines from the mountains; it was right before starting this attack that 
general José María Córdova pronounced his famous phrase “Division, armas a 
discreción, de frente, paso de vencedores” (Division, arms at ease, on the pace 
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of the victorious, Forward!) Colonel Joaquín Rubín de Celis, who commanded 
the first royalist regiment had to protect the artillery emplacement, which was 
still loaded in its mules, moved forward carelessly into the plain where his unit 
was smashed and he himself was killed during the attack of Córdova’s division, 
whose effective fire on the lines formations pushed the scattered shooters of 
Villalobos’.

Seeing the misfortune suffered by his left flank, general Monet, without waiting 
for his cavalry to form in the plain, crossed the ravine and he led his division 
against Córdova’s, managing to form in battle two of his battalions but, suddenly 
attacked by the independents division, he was surrounded before the rest of 
his troops could also form in battle; during these events Monet was hurt and 
three of his chiefs killed; the scattered armies of his side dragged in retreat the 
masses of militia. The royalist cavalry under Ferraz charged upon the enemy 
squadrons that pursued Monet’s left but that. supported by the heavy fire of 
his infantry, caused a huge deal of casualties over Ferraz’s horsemen, whose 
survivors were forced to rashly leave the battlefield.

On the other end of the line, the Second Division of José de La Mar plus 
the Third Division of Jacinto Lara stopped together the assault made by the 
veterans of Valdés’ vanguard who had launched themselves to take a lonely 
house occupied by some independentist companies, which, although swapped 
at first, were soon reinforced and went back to the attack, eventually helped by 
the victorious Córdova’s division. Viceroy La Serna and the other officers tried 
to reestablish the battle and reorganize the scattered men who ran and general 
Canterac himself led the reserve division over the plain; however, Gerona 
battalions were not the same that won in the battles of Torata and Moquegua, 
because during Olañeta’s rebellion they had lost almost all their veterans and 
even their former commander Cayetano Ameller; this troop, composed by 
recruits forced to fight scattered before facing the enemy, and the Ferdinand 
VII battalion followed, after a feeble resistance. At one o’clock the viceroy had 
been hurt and made prisoner along with a great number of his officers and even 
though Valdés’ division was still fighting to the right of his front, the battle was 
a victory for independentists. Casualties told by Sucre were 370 killed and 609 
wounded, the royalists had about 1800 dead and 700 wounded.

With the remnants of his division, Valdés managed to retreat to the heights of 
his rearguard where he joined 200 riders that had gathered around general 
Canterac and some dispersed soldiers from royalist divisions whose fleeing 
demoralized men even shot and kill their own officers who intended to regroup 
them. With the main body of the royal army destroyed and the viceroy himself in 
the hands of his enemies, royalists leaders surrendered.

Any further information you wish to obtain such as pictures of high resolution you 
can contact us. Contact person for expeditions within Peru and guided tours in 4x4 
expeditions please write to us under: mharbaum@mac.com / mharbaum@domiruth.
com. Information on tours are available in following web sites: domiruthperutravel.com 
/ peru4x4adventures.com
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