
lines. The Italian archaeologist Giuseppe Orefici has been excavating the site 
for the past few decades, bringing a team every year. The site contains over 40 
mounds topped with adobe structures. The huge architectural complex covers 
0.6 sq. miles (1.5 km2). The American archeologist Helaine Silverman has also 
conducted long term, multi-stage research and written about the full context of 
Nazca society at Cahuachi, published in a lengthy study in 1993.

Scholars once thought the site was the capital of the Nazca state but have 
determined that the permanent population was quite small. They believe that it 
was a pilgrimage center, whose population increased greatly in relation to major 
ceremonial events. New research has suggested that 40 of the mounds were 
natural hills modified to appear as artificial constructions.

These events probably involved the Nazca lines and the giant sand dune of 
Nazca. Support for the pilgrimage theory comes from archaeological evidence 
of sparse population at Cahuachi. In addition, the Nazca lines portray creatures 
such as orca and monkeys, which were not present in the Nazca region and may 
have been introduced by pilgrims. Trade or travel may also have contributed to 
the use of the images. Due to the dry climate, the finds are quite rich and include 
such ephemeral material as clothing.

Looting is the greatest problem facing the site today. Most of the burial sites 
surrounding Cahuachi were not known until recently and present tempting 
targets.

Any further information you wish to obtain such as pictures of high resolution you 
can contact us. Contact person for expeditions within Peru and guided tours in 4x4 
expeditions please write to us under: mharbaum@mac.com / mharbaum@domiruth.
com. Information on tours are available in following web sites: domiruthperutravel.com 
/ peru4x4adventures.com

Cahuachi - 
Nazca
Cahuachi, in Peru, was a major 
ceremonial center of the Nazca culture.

Cahuachi Pyramid

Cahuachi, in Peru, was a major ceremonial center of the 
Nazca culture, based from 1 CE to about 500 CE in the coastal 
area of the Central Andes. It overlooked some of the Nazca 
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